[Recognizing and treating complications of venous and venous/arterial leg ulcers].
Several signs can point to an infection of a leg ulcer and lead to the setting up of suitable treatment (new generation antiseptics and silver impregnated dressings). The observation of an increase in the number of bacteria characterises a pre-infectious phase. A biopsy can identify the germ responsible for the infection. A risk of cancerous degeneration is a possibility. Treatment is then generally surgical.